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community of Madras towards orderly and loyal beha-
viour. Bell goes so far as to say that if there had been no
Nawab of the Carnatie at all, one ought to have been creat-
ed, because such a prince would have been a factor for
moderation in times of religious excitement or political
trouble among the Mussalmans of Madras. Such a factor
for moderation and prudence could have been found easily
in Prince Azim Jah, who had always lived a life of respec-
tability.

The Prince put forward, immediately on his nephew's
death, an application for the vacant m asnad. The Madras
Government was very polite to him and sympathised great-
ly with the widow of the late Nawab, Khair-un-nissa Be-
gum Sahiba, but warned the Diwan of the ISTawabi not to
recognise a suc<-ts^or. Azim Jah contended that, neither at
the time of accession of his nephew, nor at any subsequent
stage was there any hint or suggestion dropped by the Mad-
ras Government that his succession would not be allowed
and would be opposed. He was the successor of his nep-
hew and also the heir to him, according to Muhammadan
law and custom. Though defeated in his endeavour,
Prince Azim Jah obstinately pressed his claims; but we
read the Administration Report of the Madras Govern-
ment for the year 1861-62 declaring that his claim was
"finally rejected/7 But the Prince continued to press it
ini the attention of the authorities both in India and in
London; and Major Bell who was at that time in Madras, as
well as meu of his way of thinking, advised tlie Prince not
to look upon this decision as final, nor to abandon or coin-
promise those rights which had been secured to -the Walla-
jah family "by four solemn treaties and ratified by the
autograph letters of four British Sovereigns:' * ,The then
Secretary of State, Sir Charles Wood, was again and again
pressed to confer the title of Nawab on Azim Jah. The
Home Government, when Mr.. Yernon Smith was Presi-
dent of the Board of Control, had confirmed the decision
arrived at by Lords Harris and Dalitousie. Sir Charles
was now told by his official advisers, of the Indian Council
that if he should grant the request, "he would have Revers-
ed the decisions of Lord Clive, -Lord Wellesley, Lord
I)aUiOTisie and Lord Harris and would have entailed on Ia-
dia the mschief of more royal puppets whose ancestral